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Part XIX. 

INTERNMENT OF GERMAN CRUISER KRONPRINZ 

WILHELM. 



The German Ambassador to the Secretary of State. 
[Translation.] 

J. No. A 2681.] Imperial German Embassy, 

Washington, D. C, April 12, 1915. 

Mr. Secretary of State: In continuation of my note of the 11th 
instant 1 I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that H. M. S. 
Kronprinz Wilhelm would like to land at Newport News 61 persons 
belonging to the crews of enemy vessels sunk by her. 

The ship further stands in urgent need of repairs to restore her sea- 
worthiness and has to replenish her supply of coal and provisions. The 
commander has asked me to procure for him permission to undergo the 
aforesaid necessary repairs at the Newport News shipyard, and an- 
nounced that the extent and time of the repairs could only be made 
known upon the completion of the survey now on foot. 

In compliance with the request of the commander of H. M. S. Kron- 
prinz Wilhelm, I beg Your Excellency to take the necessary measures and 
in particular to allow the ship to stay at Newport News beyond the 24 
hours prescribed by law in accordance with Article 14 of the 13th Con- 
vention of the 2d Conference of The Hague of October 18, 1907. 
Accept, etc., For the Imperial Ambassador: 

Haniel. 



The Secretary of State to the German Ambassador. 

Department of State, 
Washington, April $1, 1915. 
Excellency: In reply to your note of the 12th instant requesting the 
hospitality of the port of Norfolk for H. M. S. Kronprinz Wilhelm, I have 

1 Not printed. 
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the honor to inform you that the Department has received the report of 
the board of naval officers who have made an examination of the cruiser 
with a view to ascertaining the repairs which the vessel may undergo in 
American waters. From this report it appears that the time required for 
repairs will consume a period of six working days, but that the proposed 
repairs will not cover the damage to the port side of the cruiser incident 
to the service in which the vessel has been engaged. 

The Government has concluded, therefore, that H. M. S. Kronprinz 
Wilhelm will be allowed until midnight of the close of the 29th day of 
April next to complete the proposed repairs in the port of Norfolk, and 
that she will be allowed 24 hours in addition, or until midnight of 30th 
day of April, to leave the territorial waters of the United States, or, 
failing this, that she will be under the necessity of accepting internment 
within American jurisdiction during the continuance of the wars in 
which your country is now engaged. 

It is expected that in accordance with the President's proclamations 
of neutrality H. M. S. Kronprinz Wilhelm will not depart from the port 
of Norfolk within 24 hours after a vessel of an opposing belligerent shall 
have departed therefrom. 

This information has been confidentially conveyed to the collector of 
customs at Norfolk for transmittal to the commander of the Kronprinz 
Wilhelm. 

Accept, etc., For the Secretary of State: 

Robert Lansing. 



